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i. Prologue

‘Putting things upside down doesn’t make them  

always more clear, but often funnier’

Gerrit Noordzij
(Het verzamelde misverstand van Gerrit Noordzij, 1980)
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The invention of printing from movable
types was one of the chief events affecting
the history of European civilization. The
task of duplicating texts without variance
was impossible before Gutenberg equiped
the scholar with the accuracy of type.
Prejudiced connoisseurs in the fifteenth
century deplored the new mass-production
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ii. Now, Then and Perception

‘The perception of unsuspected relationships is

another pleasurable experience old enough to have

been built into our mental structure.’

H.E. Huntley
(The Divine Proportion, 1970)
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‘If I wouldn't know where they come from, I would

probably think they were composed by some good

craftsman but not the genius. I could not take them

as Bach’s pieces for example’ 

Agnieszka Wesolowska
(e-mail, May 2008)
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Beschrijving van de harmonische systemen 

binnen het Latijnse schrift, ten behoeve van 

het schriftonderwijs, de letterontwerppraktijk,

de typografie en de automatisering van 

letterontwerpprocessen 

– naar analogie van Traité de l’harmonie

van Jean-Philippe Rameau
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iii. Now, Then and Perception

‘What You See Is What You Get’

Clerow Wilson Jr.
(Rowan & Martin’s Laugh-In, 1968 – 1973)

�

�

24

�
�

�
�

�

Prologue

Now

Then

Perception

Epilogue



f r a n k  e .  b l o k l a n d

a t y p i  ’ 0 8  c o n f e r e n c e ,  s t .  p e t e r s b u r g ,  r u s s i a

n o w ,  t h e n  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n

�

�

25

�
�

�
�

Prologue

Now

Then

Revivals

Interpretation

Elasmosaur

dtl Type Program

Information

Details

Shortcuts

Perception

Epilogue

�



f r a n k  e .  b l o k l a n d

n o w ,  t h e n  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n

a t y p i  ’ 0 8  c o n f e r e n c e ,  s t .  p e t e r s b u r g ,  r u s s i a

The invention of
printing from mov-
able types was

�

�

26

�
�

�
�

Prologue

Now

Then

Revivals

Interpretation

Elasmosaur

dtl Type Program

Information

Details

Shortcuts

Perception

Epilogue

�



f r a n k  e .  b l o k l a n d

a t y p i  ’ 0 8  c o n f e r e n c e ,  s t .  p e t e r s b u r g ,  r u s s i a

n o w ,  t h e n  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n

�

�

27

�
�

�
�

Prologue

Now

Then

Revivals

Interpretation

Elasmosaur

dtl Type Program

Information

Details

Shortcuts

Perception

Epilogue

�



f r a n k  e .  b l o k l a n d

a t y p i  ’ 0 8  c o n f e r e n c e ,  s t .  p e t e r s b u r g ,  r u s s i a

n o w ,  t h e n  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n

�

�

28

�
�

�
�

Prologue

Now

Then

Revivals

Interpretation

Elasmosaur

dtl Type Program

Information

Details

Shortcuts

Perception

Epilogue

�



f r a n k  e .  b l o k l a n d

a t y p i  ’ 0 8  c o n f e r e n c e ,  s t .  p e t e r s b u r g ,  r u s s i a

n o w ,  t h e n  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n

�

�

29

�
�

�
�

Prologue

Now

Then

Revivals

Interpretation

Elasmosaur

dtl Type Program

Information

Details

Shortcuts

Perception

Epilogue

�



f r a n k  e .  b l o k l a n d

a t y p i  ’ 0 8  c o n f e r e n c e ,  s t .  p e t e r s b u r g ,  r u s s i a

n o w ,  t h e n  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n

�

�

30

�
�

�
�

Prologue

Now

Then

Revivals

Interpretation

Elasmosaur

dtl Type Program

Information

Details

Shortcuts

Perception

Epilogue

�



f r a n k  e .  b l o k l a n d

a t y p i  ’ 0 8  c o n f e r e n c e ,  s t .  p e t e r s b u r g ,  r u s s i a

n o w ,  t h e n  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n

�

�

31

�
�

�
�

Prologue

Now

Then

Revivals

Interpretation

Elasmosaur

dtl Type Program

Information

Details

Shortcuts

Perception

Epilogue

�



f r a n k  e .  b l o k l a n d

a t y p i  ’ 0 8  c o n f e r e n c e ,  s t .  p e t e r s b u r g ,  r u s s i a

n o w ,  t h e n  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n

�

�

32

�
�

�
�

Prologue

Now

Then

Revivals

Interpretation

Elasmosaur

dtl Type Program

Information

Details

Shortcuts

Perception

Epilogue

�



f r a n k  e .  b l o k l a n d

a t y p i  ’ 0 8  c o n f e r e n c e ,  s t .  p e t e r s b u r g ,  r u s s i a

n o w ,  t h e n  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n

�

�

33

�
�

�
�

Prologue

Now

Then

Revivals

Interpretation

Elasmosaur

dtl Type Program

Information

Details

Shortcuts

Perception

Epilogue

�



f r a n k  e .  b l o k l a n d

a t y p i  ’ 0 8  c o n f e r e n c e ,  s t .  p e t e r s b u r g ,  r u s s i a

n o w ,  t h e n  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRS
TUVWXYZ&ŒÆÇ 1234567890

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
œæfiflß?!;:çøáàâäãåéèêëñóòôö
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTU

VW XYZ & ŒÆÇ 1234567890
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyzœæ

fiflß?!;:çøáàâäãåéèêëñóòôöú

�

�

34

�
�

�
�

Prologue

Now

Then

Revivals

Interpretation

Elasmosaur

dtl Type Program

Information

Details

Shortcuts

Perception

Epilogue

�



f r a n k  e .  b l o k l a n d

n o w ,  t h e n  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n

a t y p i  ’ 0 8  c o n f e r e n c e ,  s t .  p e t e r s b u r g ,  r u s s i a

ABCabcdefgh ABCabcdefgh
ABCabcdefgh ABCabcdefgh

ABCabcdefgh ABCabcdefgh
ABCabcdefgh ABCabcdefgh
ABCabcdefgh ABCabcdefg
ABCabcdefgh ABCabcdefgh

�

�

35

�
�

�
�

Prologue

Now

Then

Revivals

Interpretation

Elasmosaur

dtl Type Program

Information

Details

Shortcuts

Perception

Epilogue

�



f r a n k  e .  b l o k l a n d

n o w ,  t h e n  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n

a t y p i  ’ 0 8  c o n f e r e n c e ,  s t .  p e t e r s b u r g ,  r u s s i a

ABCabcdefgh ABCabdcefgh
ABCabcdefgh ABCabcdefgh
ABCabcdefgh ABCabcdefgh

ABCabcdefg ABCabcdefg

ABCabcdefgh ABCabcdefgh
ABCabcdefgh ABCabcdefgh

�

�

36

�
�

�
�

Prologue

Now

Then

Revivals

Interpretation

Elasmosaur

dtl Type Program

Information

Details

Shortcuts

Perception

Epilogue

�



f r a n k  e .  b l o k l a n d

n o w ,  t h e n  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n

a t y p i  ’ 0 8  c o n f e r e n c e ,  s t .  p e t e r s b u r g ,  r u s s i a

ABCabcdefg ABCabcdefg
ABCabcdefgh ABCabcdefgh
ABCabcdefg ABCabcdefgh
ABCabcdefgh ABCabcdefgh
ABCabcdefg ABCabcdefgh
ABCabcdefgh ABCabcdefgh

�

�

37

�
�

�
�

Prologue

Now

Then

Revivals

Interpretation

Elasmosaur

dtl Type Program

Information

Details

Shortcuts

Perception

Epilogue

�



f r a n k  e .  b l o k l a n d

a t y p i  ’ 0 8  c o n f e r e n c e ,  s t .  p e t e r s b u r g ,  r u s s i a

n o w ,  t h e n  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n

�

�

38

�
�

�
�

Prologue

Now

Then

Revivals

Interpretation

Elasmosaur

dtl Type Program

Information

Details

Shortcuts

Perception

Epilogue

�



Adobe Garamond dtl VandenKeere

f r a n k  e .  b l o k l a n d

a t y p i  ’ 0 8  c o n f e r e n c e ,  s t .  p e t e r s b u r g ,  r u s s i a

n o w ,  t h e n  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n

�

�

39

�
�

�
�

Prologue

Now

Then

Revivals

Interpretation

Elasmosaur

dtl Type Program

Information

Details

Shortcuts

Perception

Epilogue

�



f r a n k  e .  b l o k l a n d

n o w ,  t h e n  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n

a t y p i  ’ 0 8  c o n f e r e n c e ,  s t .  p e t e r s b u r g ,  r u s s i a

aa�

�

40

�
�

�
�

Prologue

Now

Then

Revivals

Interpretation

Elasmosaur

dtl Type Program

Information

Details

Shortcuts

Perception

Epilogue

�



f r a n k  e .  b l o k l a n d

n o w ,  t h e n  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n

a t y p i  ’ 0 8  c o n f e r e n c e ,  s t .  p e t e r s b u r g ,  r u s s i a

aa�

�

41

�
�

�
�

Prologue

Now

Then

Revivals

Interpretation

Elasmosaur

dtl Type Program

Information

Details

Shortcuts

Perception

Epilogue

�



f r a n k  e .  b l o k l a n d

a t y p i  ’ 0 8  c o n f e r e n c e ,  s t .  p e t e r s b u r g ,  r u s s i a

n o w ,  t h e n  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n

a�

�

42

�
�

�
�

Prologue

Now

Then

Revivals

Interpretation

Elasmosaur

dtl Type Program

Information

Details

Shortcuts

Perception

Epilogue

�



f r a n k  e .  b l o k l a n d

n o w ,  t h e n  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n

a t y p i  ’ 0 8  c o n f e r e n c e ,  s t .  p e t e r s b u r g ,  r u s s i a

The invention of printing
from movable types was
one of the chief events 
affecting the history of
European civilization.

�

�

43

�
�

�
�

Prologue

Now

Then

Revivals

Interpretation

Elasmosaur

dtl Type Program

Information

Details

Shortcuts

Perception

Epilogue

�



f r a n k  e .  b l o k l a n d

n o w ,  t h e n  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n

a t y p i  ’ 0 8  c o n f e r e n c e ,  s t .  p e t e r s b u r g ,  r u s s i a

The invention of printing
from movable types was
one of the chief events 
affecting the history of
European civilization.

�

�

44

�
�

�
�

Prologue

Now

Then

Revivals

Interpretation

Elasmosaur

dtl Type Program

Information

Details

Shortcuts

Perception

Epilogue

�



f r a n k  e .  b l o k l a n d

n o w ,  t h e n  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n

a t y p i  ’ 0 8  c o n f e r e n c e ,  s t .  p e t e r s b u r g ,  r u s s i a

The invention of
printing from to
The invention of
printing from to

�

�

45

�
�

�
�

Prologue

Now

Then

Revivals

Interpretation

Elasmosaur

dtl Type Program

Information

Details

Shortcuts

Perception

Epilogue

�



f r a n k  e .  b l o k l a n d

n o w ,  t h e n  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n

a t y p i  ’ 0 8  c o n f e r e n c e ,  s t .  p e t e r s b u r g ,  r u s s i a

ABCDEFGHIJ? 
ABCDEFGHIJ?
abcedefghijklmno’
abcedefghijklmnop’

�

�

46

�
�

�
�

Prologue

Now

Then

Revivals

Interpretation

Elasmosaur

dtl Type Program

Information

Details

Shortcuts

Perception

Epilogue

�



f r a n k  e .  b l o k l a n d

a t y p i  ’ 0 8  c o n f e r e n c e ,  s t .  p e t e r s b u r g ,  r u s s i a

n o w ,  t h e n  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n

�

�

47

�
�

�
�

Prologue

Now

Then

Revivals

Interpretation

Elasmosaur

dtl Type Program

Information

Details

Shortcuts

Perception

Epilogue

�



f r a n k  e .  b l o k l a n d

a t y p i  ’ 0 8  c o n f e r e n c e ,  s t .  p e t e r s b u r g ,  r u s s i a

n o w ,  t h e n  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n

�

�

48

�
�

�
�

Prologue

Now

Then

Revivals

Interpretation

Elasmosaur

dtl Type Program

Information

Details

Shortcuts

Perception

Epilogue

�

‘Eén van deze ideeën was het maken van een 

juiste foto [van JvK’s letters] op ware grootte. Dan

liet ik deze heel licht inetsen op zink [later op rood-

koper], net voldoende om er een roetafdruk van te

maken en deze letters op het staal af te wrijven.’ 

Paul Helmuth Rädish
(A tot Z, 1979)
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iv. Now, Then and Perception

‘Art is not what you see, but what you make 

others see.’

Edgar Degas
(date unrecorded)
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v. Epilogue

‘The old fellows stole all of our best ideas!’

Frederic W. Goudy
(date unrecorded)
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